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Detailed Rationale and Explanation 
 
The topic of food looms large in South African interdisciplinary scholarship, policy research and 
intellectual activism – whether in the form of  
 

• food sovereignty and research on land and agrarian struggles 
 

• political ecology research into the nexus of corporate capitalism, the green revolution control and 
foodways; 
 

• feminist investigations into how food features in histories and current legacies that pit “nature” 
against “the human”, 
 

• or the cultural studies work focusing on foodwork and eating in social relations and identities. 
 

This panel draws together speakers at the cutting edge of this interdisciplinary work raising academic, 
policy and public engagement implications. 
 
Prof Ben Cousins is a SARCHI Research Chair in Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies at the University of 
the Western Cape. He is a leading scholar on land struggles and agrarian politics, with his work making 
important connections between land, livelihoods and labour; 
 
Donna Andrews is a feminist intellectual activist with years of research experience in NGOs and 
women’s organisations such as the Rita Edwards Collective, Rural Women’s Assembly, Feminist Table 
and in academic institutions. Her doctoral research has focused on the political and philosophical 
implications of food in the context of social subjects’ relations to nature; 
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Dr Stephen Greenberg has had many years of involvement in NGOs, with his research focusing on food, 
agriculture, land and agrarian studies. He is currently a Post-Doctoral Research Fellow at the Centre of 
Excellence in Food Security with the Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS) at the 
University of the Western Cape; 
 
Mr Angelo Fick, works as a senior researcher at eNCA and has several years of academic teaching and 
research experience. Among other topics he has researched and taught on the political economy of South 
African culture, and the relationship between power and representation. 
 
Chairs/Discussants 
 
Prof Desiree Lewis is Principal Researcher on the Food Politics and Cultures Project, and is concerned 
with critically interrogating knowledges about food and feminist perspectives on the relations between 
food, embodied subjectivities and social processes. 
 
Prof John Stanfield has been a Distinguished Research Fellow at the HSRC in South Africa since his 
recruitment from Indiana University Bloomington. His many years of interdisciplinary scholarship on the 
sociology of knowledge have led to his current research focus on cross-national studies of rights and 
multicultural restorative justice. 
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